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their proper season, but the pressing need 
now is individual church work, faithful, 
earnest, and true. The unconverted in 
the home famílies should be sought out, 
the children in the Sunday-school that 
have not been brought to Christ should be 
labored with just as their necessities re- 
quire, the immediateneighborhood should 
be ransacked for wanderers ; evcry niem- 
ber should come to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty, and the combined re- 
sults will be cattse for universel rcjoicing. 
In the públic gatherings where many rise 
for prayers, and tender emotions are dis- 
closed in the face of strangers and a ciiri- 
ous públic asseinbly, many sensitive souls 
hide away, suffer their spiritual griefs and 
struggles alone, and finally escape the at- 
tcntion of the toilers. They cannot teli 
their thoughts in the ears of a gaping 
crowd. They will not rise nor go forward 
to the front seats nor regard the common 
calls for the disclosure of iheir thoughts 
and fcelings. They are not to be con- 
demned on this account. They are retir- 
ing members of private famílies, and want 
nothing to do with reporters and news- 
papers, nothing even with strangers of 
other congregations. Their own pastor, 
the members of their own church, are to 
thcm as sacred friends, and to them in the 
quiet church circles they would divulge 
their destres, and with them quickly find 
juace in bclieving. It is time that a 
whole season be given to the development 
of the local churches. Each pastor ought 
to know better than anybody else just 
what kind of preaching his people need ; 
each superintendcnt and teacher ought to 
know just what spccíal applications of 
truth should be made better than any one 
else ; the frequenters of the prayer-meeting 
ought to be able to speak and pray for 
their own kindred and friends better than 
anybody else, the church ought to be able 
to reach its own vicinagc better than any 
other agency, There is no need for any 
publicity, no call for any jealous glan- 
cing at other churches and laboren whose 
names are tossed to and fro. ,FeIlowship 
with (ïod and with his Son Jesús Christ, 
cagcr clesire for reports in heaven of con- 
secrated loyalty to the Redeemer, longing 
for the special presence and power of the 
lloly Spirit, should take the place of a 
restless craving for notoriety among the 
sons of nien. Wlicn every individual 
Christian shall recognize the essential 
spiritual quatíty in -dl acceptable religions 
efforts, when each shall be willing to wait 
for the revelations of the future for the 
disclosure of his devoted toils, then will 
come the showers of hlessings to refresh 
the dry and dreary spots of spiritual bar- 
ren ness. — Editorial in the New York Ol>- 
server. 


Home Circle. 


OOAOHING. 

It was in the midst of a great game of 
base ball. Things had grown very excít- 
ing, The rows of people in the grand 
stand were fairly holding their breath in 
the interest of the contest. Now and then 
the hush would be broken by a swiftly ex- 
changed question and reply, or a lowton- 
ed comment or explanation. 

"Is that Stevens on first base ?" asked 
somebody. 

"Yes." 

"Who is it coaching him ?" 

"George Raymond." 

"Ah !" muttered the first voice, discon- 
tentedly, "that is bad !" 

A lady sitting below the speakers won- 
dered. George Raymond was the pride 
of the college. Who else could make so 
many home runs, steal so many bases, 
catch so many astonishing flies? Was it 
possible that a hint of disparagement 
çould be uttered against this mighty man 
of valor ? The thoughts had barely pass- 
ed through her mind, when the voice be- 
hind her spoke again, and answered them. 

"It is a mistake to let George coach. 
No other fellow on the team can do the 
things he can. But you see he does not 
realire that, and he puts them up to try- 
ing what is too hard for them. He could 
do it himself, and he does not tinderstand 
why they can't. Of course the result is 
not what we want." 

It was not a fanciful difficulty, but a 
very real one. It is a difficulty often to 
be met on the great athletic fieltl of li fe. 
Perhaps some of you know what it is to be 
urged beyond your speed by one so strong 
or so clever, or so independent, that he 
cannot see why you should stumljle and 
fall in a course which he has accomplish- 
ed with comparative ease. Such "coach- 
ing" is, as the sludent said, "bad," is a 
"mistake," and results often in sore de- 
feat. There comes to mind the instance 
of a young giri, of no morè than average 
intclligence, whose brtlliant father and 
ambitions mother were determined that 
she should be thoroughly educated and 
accomplished. And so the poor, tired, 
discouraged chtld was kept at her toodif- 
fictltt tasks early and late, until her hcalth 
broke down utterly, and the hated school- 
books had to be shut. Marry a strong, 
muscular man grows irritable against a 
son of slender physique, who is incapable 
of as hard a day's work as his father. 
Many a wise teacher is impatient of the 
slower wits of his pupil. Many a boy of 
prompt judgment and decided character 
despises the indecisions and timidities of 
a weaker corapanion. And the result is 


bitter mortification, astinging sense of in- 
justice, a helpless rebellion against eir- 
cumstances. t, 

If you are going to make a success of 
your life, if you are going to so run that 
you may obtain, you will need coaching, 
and you ought not to be content with 
anything short of the best. Let us be 
thankful to know that their is One ready 
to direct our steps, who, though perfecf 
strength and wisdom himself, stitl knows 
our frame, and remembers that we are 
dust, and will exact of us nothing which 
we cannot perform, 

Are you disheartened by the knowledge 
of your own limitations ? Are you chafed 
at your inability to reach the Standard set 
for you by your earthly friends ? Then 
rernember this — if Jesús Christ be the man 
of your counsel, you will nin with patience 
the race set before you, finish with joy 
your course over the great highway of 
holiness, wherein the wayfaring man, 
though a fool, need not err. — Sally Camp- 
bell. 


A WORD TO WOMEN ON WOMEN. 
A tangled sketn is this wonian question 
of ours in the present day ! — a skein that 
well may baffle the wisest, the most liber- 
al, the most patient. What is nceded to 
set it right ? One thing only — good and 
capablc women. Let them call theni- 
setves what they will — doctors, orlawyers, 
or dressmakers, or cooks ; only let us have 
them. Surely the two doctrines which 
most need to be preached to the giris of 
the present day are these : (i) Choose 
work that is beneath you rather than 
work that is above you. (2) Take the 
work that comes to hand and do it with 
all your might. It is not by opening up 
new spheres that you will best iniprove 
the position of women ; it is by filling 
ably the sphere that you are in. Trite 
doctrines, no doubt, old as hftmanity it- 
self ; and doctrines, more-over, which 
have often been used to bolster up abus- 
es. Thirty — twenty — years ago, I be- 
lieve, many women were justified in ig- 
noring such aphorisms. "There is an- 
other side to the question," they said ; 
and by word and deed they stated the 
other side nobly. lïut now that it has 
been stated, now that the v point has been 
gaincd, may we not thankfully go back to 
the simpier, morè lovable virtues ? As 
regards the medium, there is no longer 
any need to fear. The ball has been set 
rolling, and will run of itself. Let us 
leave for a time the education, the devel- 
opment, the purification of men and try 
to develop ourselves. — Blackwood. 


"Our li ves plcase God when they 
make sinners want to know Christ." 


